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CONFIDENTIAL USUN 4396 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, UN 

SUBJECT: SEATING ARRANGEMENTS FOR SWITZERLAND AND 
OTHER OBSERVER STATES 

REF: USUN 4167 

1 . UN LEGAL COUNSEL SUY TOLD MISOFF 12 OCTOBER OF HIS 
QUIET EFFORTS TO ENLIST BRITISH SUPPORT TO DAMP DOWN THE 
SWISS REQUEST FOR A TABLE WITH NAME PLATE IN THE GA 
PLENARY AND MAIN COMMITTEES. HE HAD SPOKEN IN THIS VEIN 
TO FCO LEGAL ADVISER SINCLAIR AND TO UKUN’S FIFOOT, POINT 
ING OUT THE POTENTIAL CONSEQUENCES FOR ANGOLA, VIETNAM 
AND NORTH KOREA. HE WOULD NOT WISH THE WEO GROUP TO 
ARGUE FURTHER WITH WALDHEIM AND UNDER SYG BUFFUM FOR 
SWITZERLAND UNLESS THE GROUP HAD CONSIDERED THESE PROBLEMS. 
HE THOUGHT IT WOULD BE USEFUL IF THE US WOULD EXPLAIN 
PLAINLY TO SWITZERLAND THE DIFFICULTIES INVOLVED. 

2. SUY SAID HE COULD APPRECIATE WHY THE SWISS SHOULD 
WISH TO BE TREATED NOT LESS WELL THAN THE PLO AND OTHER 
OBSERVERS REPRESENTING NON STATE ENTITIES OR INTERGOVERN- 
MENTAL BODIES. HOWEVER, EVEN ON THE MERITS THE SWISS 
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IS CONTROVERSIAL. AFTER ALL, THE REASON THEY DO NOT HAVE 
THESE IS BECAUSE THEY HAVE FREELY DECIDED AGAINSTAPPLYING 
FOR MEMBERSHIP (THE CASE BEING DIFFERENT THAN VIETNAM AND 
ANGOLA). IF THEY HAD THE DESK AND PLATE THEY WOULD 
COMFORTABLY POSSESS ALMOST ALL THE RIGHTS OF MEMBERSHIP 
WITH PRACTICALLY NONE OF THE BURDENS. IN WHICH 
CIRCUMSTANCES THEY WOULD NEVER AGAIN SERIOUSLY CONSIDER 
WHETHER OR NOT TO JOIN THE UN AS A FULL MEMBER STATE. 

3. UNLESS DEPARTMENT PERCEIVES OBJECTION, MISSION PLANS 
TO DISCUSS PROBLEM WITH SWISS AMBASSADOR MARCUARD THIS 
WEEK. 

BENNETT 
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